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Jeff Archey is the director/speaker of the Inter-
national Gospel Hour radio and television programs.
The radio broadcast is heard daily at 7:15 AM and
Wednesday 10:00 AM on WBMC 97.7 and 960 out of
McMinnville. The televised version is on the Gospel
Braodcasting Network (Ben Lomand cable 16) four
times weekly: Sunday at 12:00 noon; Tuesday and
Saturday at 5:30 PM and Thursday at 3:30 PM.
 Brother Archey preaches in Gospel meetings,
seminars, and lectureships. He and his wife, Renita,
live in Cleveland, TN.
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Facebook Video Archive:
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Jeff Archey

THE CROSS OF CHRIST

“F
or the preaching of the
cross is to them that perish
foolishness; but unto us

which are saved it is the power of
God” (1 Cor. 1:18).

When asked to pen this article,
I found myself humbled to speak of
the only death that alters and affects
every man. Without the cross of
Christ, humanity would have no
hope. It is staggering how there
were those in Corinth who consid-
ered the message of the cross “fool-
ishness.” I recall reading some
thought it foolish that Jesus did not
prevent his death and how could
one put trust in One who could not
cease what was happening to Him.
Of course, we know that He could
cease his death — such as stated in
the garden (Matt. 26:53-54). He
died for us on that cross because we
needed a Savior (John 3:16; Rom.
5:6-10).

Indeed, the message of the cross
is the power of God embraced
within the gospel (Rom. 1:16-17;
1 Cor. 15:1-4). Of great interest and
blessing is the phrase from 1 Cor.
1:18, “…unto us which are saved…”
This phrase in expressed as active
or a present state (Eph. 2:5; Rom.
13:11; Col. 1:23). In other words,
that powerful message of Christ
moves the saved onward with re-
demption (Eph. 1:7; 1 John 1:7) and
peace (Col. 1:20).

When Mr. Lee Strobel was re-
searching for his book The Case for
Faith, he came across a statement
that is profound: “God took the very
worst thing that has ever happened
in the history of the universe…the
death of God on the cross — and
turned it into the very best thing
that has happened in the history of
the universe: the opening up of
heaven to all who follow Him.”
Friends, that is profound. Without
the cross of Christ, there is no hope.

Let us return to that hill of
Calvary and see Christ upon His
cross. I introduce to you the Savior
of the world and consider what
Jesus saw from His cross. 

When Jesus looked UP, He

addressed the Father. “Then said
Jesus, Father, forgive them; for
they know not what they do. And
they parted his raiment, and cast
lots” (Luke 23:34). Pulpit Commen-
tary says, “This statement was made
while the nails were driven in His
hand.” History states that many who
were crucified would curse their
parents, the executioners. Some of
those crucified were so vile they had
their tongues pulled out by the
roots. One must acknowledge the
prayer of strength—what strength
and forbearance!

Jesus also said, “my God, my
God, why hast thou forsaken me”
(Matt.27:46)? Because of his human
suffering and because of his physi-
cal weakness, He cried out. And,
before His last physical breath was
taken, the Lord Christ said, “Father,
into thy hands I commend my
spirit” (Luke 23:46).

Looking from the cross, he saw
the need of forgiveness and obedi-
ence for all of mankind. John 12:32,
“And I, if I am lifted up from the
earth, will draw all men unto me.”

When Jesus looked DOWN
He addressed a number of people.
Through prayer, He addressed the
very soldiers that drove the nails,
lifted the cross and then cast lots for
His garments (Luke 23:34). He
looked at His mother with care and
concern and after speaking to her,
he spoke to John, the disciple whom
He loved (John 19:26-27). All words
of compassion from the Christ dur-
ing the most excruciating pain and
horrific suffering. Looking from the
cross, he saw a need for compass-
ion for all of humanity.

When Jesus looked to the
SIDE, He addressed the convicted
criminals. In Matthew and Mark’s
account, we find these crucified
with Christ speaking against Christ.
“The thieves also, which were cruci-
fied with him, cast the same in his
teeth” (Matt. 27:44). “And they that
were crucified with him reviled
him” (Mark 15:32). But, as time
passed, we see a change in one of
the criminals. His statement unto

Jesus speaks volumes: “He said
unto Jesus, Lord, remember me
when thou comest into thy king-
dom” (Luke 23:42). Quite simply,
this man changed. He surrendered
to Christ for the life he lived brought
him death, but he turned to the one
that could give him light! Looking
from the cross, Jesus reminded us
of the need of hope for all of human-
ity.

When Jesus looked OUT-
WARD, he saw Jerusalem. Christ
had great compassion for Jerusalem
(Matt. 22:37) and in His ministry,
as He came near, He wept over the
city (Luke 19:41-44). The scripture
simply states that Jesus’ crucifixion
took place outside the city of Jeru-
salem, though it was near (John
19:20; Heb. 13:12). Jewish law did
not permit executions and burials
inside the city. Looking from the
cross, Jesus saw where His com-
mission to preach the Gospel would
begin — “and that repentance and
remission of sins should be preach-
ed in his name among all nations,
beginning at Jerusalem” (Luke
24:47). In Acts 2, what a wonderful
day as the Gospel was preached and
would go onward from Jerusalem
and be “preached to every creature
which is under heaven” (Col. 1:23).

When Jesus looked IN-
WARD, He saw our sins. Within
the beautiful prophecy of Isa. 53, we
see He is the One that would bear
“our griefs, and carried our sor-
rows” (v.4). “He was wounded for
our transgressions, he was bruised
for our iniquities: the chastisement
for our peace was upon him” (v.5).
“The Lord hath laid on him the
iniquity of us all” (v.6) “for the
transgression of my people he was
stricken” (v.8). “You make His soul
an offering for sin” (v.10). “And He
bore the sin of many, and made
intercession for the transgressors”
(v.12).

In the New Testament, Paul
declared that God made Christ, “to
be sin for us, who knew no sin; that
we might be made the righteous-
ness of God in him” (2 Cor. 5:21). In


